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SUBJECT: CURRENT STATE OF PAK-BD RELATIONS 

1 . EMBOFF JANUARY 27 MET WITH MFA DIRECTOR (BANGLADESH) 
AZMAT HASSAN TO REVIEW THE CURRENT STATE OF PAK- 
BANGLADESH RELATIONS. ACCORVING TO HASSANEGN THINGS ARE 
GENERALLY WHERE THE PARS HAD HOPED THEY WOULD BE AT THIS 
STAGE OF THE GAME FOLLOWING THE RECENT EXCHANGE OF 
AMBASSADORS. TOPICS DISCUSSED WERE AS FOLLOWS: 

2. COMMUNICATION LINKS: PAIR DISCUSSED RECENT PAK 

PRESS REPORTS THAT PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH WILL FORMALLY 
CONCLUDE AN AGREEMENT ON RESTORATION OF COMMUNICATIONS 
WITHIN A WEEK. HASSAN SAID THAT HE EXPECTED THAT WITHIN A 
FEW DAYS TELECOMMUNICATIONS LINKS WOULD BE RESTORED. 
RESTORATION COULD COME EITHER UNDER EXISTING INTER- 
NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS AGREEMENTS OR, POSSIBLY, BI 
LATERALLY. BOTH SIDES, HASSAN SAID, ARE ALSO EXPLORING 
RESTORATION OF POSTAL LINKS, WHICH COULD INITIALLY 
INVOLVE AIRMAIL SENT THROUGH BANGKOK. LATER, 

FOLLOWING RESTORATION OF SHIPPING TIES, SURFACE MAIL 
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INDIANS RE OVERLAND MAIL TO DACCA ARE BEING CONSIDERED. 
HASSA 

SAID THESE WOULD HAVE TO WAIT FOR AN IMPROVEMENT 
IN RELATIONS WITH GOI. 

3. TRADE: RECENT PRESS REPORTS, INCLUDING KARACHI DAWN 
JANUARY 26, WHICH DISCUSS COMMUNICATION LINKS ALSO REPORT 
THAT TRADE TALKS BETWEEN TWO SIDES ARE EXPECTED IN 
MID-FEBRUARY. THESE, HASSAN DISMISSED AS TOTALLY 
SPECULATIVE SAYING THAT HE KNEW OF NO ACTIVE PLANS FOR 
EITHER SENDING OR RECEIVING TRADE DELEGATIONS. HE 
REPEATED WHAT HE HAD EARLIER TOLD US, THAT FIRST PRIORITY 
IN PAK-BD RELATIONS IS RESTORATION OF COMMUNICATIONS 
FOLLOWING WHICH TRADE TALKS CAN FOLLOW IN DUE COURSE. 

4. VISAS: AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME THAT SIDES DO GET 

DOWN TO DISCUSSING TRADE, THEY WILL, ACCORDING TO HASSAN, 
DISCUSS ISSUANCE OF VISAS TO ONE ANOTHER'S NATIONALS. 

HE SAID ABOUT 50 TO 100 BENGALEES A MONTH VISIT PAKISTAN 
WHO ARE ISSUED VISAS ON ARRIVAL IN KARACHI AFTER THE 
GOP HAS GRANTED PERMISSION THROUGH THE SWISS IN DACCA. 

5. INVITATIONS: HASSAN SAID THAT THE ARTICLE IN 
JANUARY 27 VERNACULAR DAILY JANG THAT THE BENGALEES 
HAVE ISSUED INVITATIONS TO PAK PRESIDENT CHAUDHRY AND 
PM BHUTTO TO VISIT DACCA WAS PURELY WITHOUT FOUNDATION 
AS WAS REPORT THAT PAKS HAD LIKEWISE INVITED PRESIDENT 
SAYEM TO VISIT HERE. 

6. BIHJR U: HASSAN CLAIMED NO KNOWLEDGE OF FEW HUNDRED 
BIHARIS WHO, ICRC REPRESENTATIVE HERE CLAIMS, HAVE 
ENTERED PAKISTEN ON OWN IN THE COURSE OF THE LAST YEAR 
WITH APPARENT TACIT APPROVAL OF GOP. CONCERNING BIHARIS 
IN GENERAL, HASSAN SAID THAT THIS USSUE WOULD BE DISCUSSED 
SOMETIME AFTER TRADE AND TRAVEL TALKS HAD BEEN CONCLUDED. 

7. BANGLADESH EMBASSY: BANGLADESH MISSION HOPES TO MOVE 
TO ISLAMABAD FROM THEIR CURRENT (AND EXPENSIVE) QUARTERS 
AT RAWALPINDI INTERCONTINENTAL WITHIN A WEEK OR TEN DAYS, 
HASSAN SAID. EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY MOHAMMAD CHAUDHARY 
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ARRIVED LAST WEEK AND ANOTHER SECOND SECRETARY IS EXPECTED 
SOON. 
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